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Oneofthe betterfeatures ofintegrated graphics facilities
suchas ECDIS or chartradaris the ability tolayer previously
separate systemsacross one screen. Taking the concept
further, thereis now the ability to make use of more than
justpure navigation systems by adding complementary
servicessuch as weatherandtidal information along with
more recentinnovations.

With thisinmind, Applied WeatherTechnology (AWT)
hasintegrated Google Earthintoits fleet management
system. Its GlobalView product makes full use of Google’s
highlyvisual, easilyinterpreted functionality to enable
fleetmanagers toaccessand analyse large amounts of data
from dissimilar sources.

Using this tool, AWT employsits knowledge of weather
routeing to enhance safety and cut fuel consumption. This
system, which makes use of colour-coded symbols, can
alsocheck thatavessel’s heading and sailing time match
thesailing plan—animportant consideration, given that
avessel thatis off course orbehind orahead of time could
resultinitfailing toreach portonschedule. Systemssuch
asthisarean extension of traditional weatherrouteing
services with the advantage that the ship as well as
charterershave directaccess to the data

AWT’s latest GlobalView featuresincorporate NATO data
onwarriskand embargo areas and the tracking of pirates,
to help merchantshipsidentify pirate motherships, areas
of hijacking activity and attack group operating zones.
Anotheraspectis the monitoring of alerts on rogue waves,
whichare defined as extreme orabnormal waves of more
than twice the supposedsignificant wave heightina
particulararea.

Forthesecond new enhancement, AWT has established
how thevagaries of air pressure, wind, wave and currents
ofindividual service routes interact with the various vessel
typessailing these lines. The company’s meteorologists,
forecastersand route analysts have cross-referenced their
knowledge with differentships'age, size, type, cargo,
draughtandso forth, to provide specialised services.
Operators and owners of tankers, bulkers, break-bulk

Fleet management is all-encompassing

carriers, linersand pure carand truck carriers receive
information from AWT’s BonVoyage (BVS) optimisation
software to help them operatein a cost-efficient, timely
and environmentally aware fashion.

Denver, Colorado-based Jeppesen unveiled anew
maritime fleetmanagementinformation system called
Fleet Managerat the SMM exhibitionin September2010.
Itisaninteractive display ofaship’s progress presented on
professional navigational charts, with the potential for
weatheroverlay.

The web-based system provides shoreside managers
with up-to-date dataaccording to planned and real-time
conditionsand providesanalytictools using datafromeach
ship’s passage to provide insights that help shipowners
manage theirfleets.

With somuch emphasis on the requirements for
ECDIS and electronicnavigation charts, several chart
management solutions and related products and services
have been designed tointeract withanumber offleet
optimisationtools. For example, Fleet Managerinteracts
withJeppesen’s C-MAP charts and Vessel and Voyage
Optimization Solution (VV0S), to provide shipowners
and operators witha comparison of planned routeand
historical track, extimated time of arrival and variance
figures, severe motion and weatherwarningsand
slowdownalerts.

Jeppesen Fleet Managerwas designed asa tool that
would be used by office personnel, including serviceand
trade, ship operations, technical, commercial/chartering,
portand cargo operationsand the charterer.The systemis
offered asan online service to subscribers, whousealogin
and secure browser connectionin ordertoaccess the data
onships’performance.

Shipmanagement software providers BASS and Star
Information Systems (SIS), which had been trying to get
afootholdin the fleet management market, ended their
troubled relationship early this year. BASS decided tosell
itsstake in SISwhen the latterasked shareholders for
additional fundinginJune.

AWT’s Global View uses
Google to display waves

The two companiesjoined forcesin 1999, when Oslo-
based BASS bought a34% stakein fellow Norwegian
maritime IT company SISto extendits productrange and
geographical reach.

As partofitsaim to use mainstream tools and
development platforms, BASS modelledits toolbox for
streamliningand automating ship operations—the
BASSnetfleet management system — on Microsoft.NET.
Following the launch ofits latest BASSnet 2.7 software
suite, BASS says it will invest the money from the SIS salein
the development ofits existing products.

Laterthisyear, SISwill release two new software
systems: Star Fleet Supply Management (Star FSM) and
StarFleet Dashboard. Star FSMis described asatool that
will change the way maritime purchasers do business,
while Star Fleet Dashboardis a device formonitoring
key performanceindicators and trends; it can then be
integrated with business software to provide grounds for
decision-making.

Star Information & Planning System (Star IPS)is
designed to help shipowners and rig-owners to handle ship
andrig maintenance, assets, drydock and repair projects
andaccidentsand non-conformities. The user canalso
keep track of guaranteesand claims for newbuildingsand
equipment, insurance policies and claims, documents,
spreadsheets,imagesandvideos.

ter Treatment

i

www.solutionsmagazine.co.uk

wWww.jowa.com

July/August 2011 Solutions 19



	Solutions Cover July 2011.pdf
	Solutions Mag July 2011

